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:, lished Frank Snepp’s book gbout the fall
- of Saigon, was so
_sible Government intervention that only |
dozen of its 800 New York émployees |
_ knew about the book and Mr. Snepp never |

sters.

"Ted in secret. " -
_ The author and

. “The CIA. wag aware that the: book
.was being written, Mr. Snepp ' >
~to let it review the manuscript ‘before

hattan ‘festaurant.”teuaf it b, .

chairman and - president -.of . Random
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. “*Raridom House, which secretly pﬁﬁ-
concetned about pos-
a

set foot: inside the ‘contern’s headquar-
The book, “Decent Inferval,” was edit-
Random House staff
sthembers took elaborate prechutions to
keep the Central Intelligence Agency
~from finding out the name of the publish«

pany- for fear that the agency

“would try-to stop its publiationd 4., .

had ngreed

pub]icdﬁon. RO L :
~ In the early spring of 1676, Robert Loo-
‘mis, & Random House éditor,  was. asked
by a friend of his: hnd of Mr. Snepp-if
he would be interested in reading.a manu-
script-in-progress about the ‘last :days:of
American-occupied ;. Saizon. ' A .meeting
with the duthor was arranged in’'s Man- |

> -Aftec reading the manusc'rl;)t"":énd‘"~ln.'
corisyltation with - Robert. L. Bernitein,
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HousahME Loomls, struck a ‘deal,with
the-mutudl friend,  who was-atiing: on
Mr.) Snepp’s- behalf,.«It was’understood
at. the time that the book would not:be
submitted: 6 the' C.LA. for review. : W
¢+ Mr, Snépp takeés.the position that'the.

agency-tried to whitewash its- rolé in-the]

Americani withdrawal, and that :that in-
‘validdtes T his- agreement - to 'submitZthe
book to. the agency for approval.The pub-
lisher, cortends that as long as its publica~

tion.Violates no,law and jeopardizes: nei-

ther individual agents nor national securi-.

ty, the book should be published.” - = .
- In 1974, Alfred A, Knopf Inc,, 2 Rahdork

. House subsidiary; published “The 'CLA.

and the Cult.of Intelligence,” by Victor
Marchettt and Jolin Marks, ufter the

manuscript was submitied to the. C._I:.{{“

‘and $éveral deletions weie made, ™ - %
--tAccording to Mr,  Bernstein, Random

‘expose, “Inside the Company,? which was
-subsequéntly dpublished. -in England,: Mr.
Bernstein said yesterday that the: Agee
book had been rejected because. in :his

ual agents. - .. L I O AL M
~ Of "Decent - Interval,” ‘Mr. Bernstein
said, “We're very glad it's out, We believe
it's important that the public be informed
about the mistakes that were made thers,
and. about the lessons that should have
been -learned, to prevent. onr repeating
those mistakes.” . .. ioliiy.iie
.*. Throughout the book’s editorla{ incuba-

tion,-Mr, Snepp .met with Mr, Loomis in

House tutned down Philip Agee’s CLA: I

view,in did jeopardize the lives of ‘ingi_i\f'i_?p’

Mr.. Snepp -Gid " not ¢St the. Random
House headquarters on Third Avénuc, in
part-.because - he * feared* being’. spotted
there and in part-because’of a profession-
al’s tespect for' fhoderii electronic eaves:
S AT

dropping technology. ="~

the book jacket information, which, de-
was ‘typewtitter by Mr, Looris's secre-
tary and incorporatet into the jacket des
‘sign at the
Process. . o, AT

-+ Earlier” thls ‘weel; ‘more’ than 15,000

bookstores around the country, none of

to reviewers at mid-week. " v
"#We don't welcome haying to publish
books this way," ‘Mr. Loomis’ said yes-
terday, a view that. was. seconded by Mr.
Bernstein. = Cyer e 5.:.:- P
-'What really is happening: {n publish-
ing,)? Mr, ‘Bernstein added, “is that. s
isswes get more complicated, mors news
is being published as books. So that book

..... -

find the-same distaste for prior resteaing
as:the rest bflthes American: media,” '

.‘.ﬂvéflo'us': p!aces’ clty parks,cltyl streats,|
restaurants fnd Mr.. Loofnls's apartment. |

-, The *body of, the 'b{:ofc “Was sent; out}
-to'be printed in the hornal fashion, butf

scribes the impott.-of the manuscripts, |
last minuta by a phots-offsety

coples of ‘the book were sent to 2400 F

which had ordered any.” A letter expldin-
m% the unsolicited shipments was sent i
subsequently. Review copies wers mailed {!

publishers are starting to’face sowe of |
the. same problems &g newspaper and |
magazine publishers. And.I think they|
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